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THE BUILDING OF WILLIAMSBURG. 

On October 31, 1698, the State House at Jamestown, in which the 
General Assembly and General Court held their sessions, was burned 
down. This building was the last of three State Houses built at that 
place, which had perished by fire; and, it being of absolute necessity 
that another building should be raised, the authorities resolved to erect 
the new edifice at Middle Plantation. This was a place distant about 
seven miles from Jamestown, and which was recommended by its natural 
advantages. It lay on a ridge between the York and James Rivers, and 
by the means of two large creeks was well drained. Its dryness caused 
it to be free, to a great extent from malaria and mosquitoes. 

The advantages of the place had been discovered as far back as 1630 
by Dr. John Pott, the physician of the colony, who had established nearby 
his plantation, called Harup after a place of that name in Yorkshire, 
England. In 1677, after Bacon burned the second State House, the 
people of York county had united in a petition to the Assembly to rebuild 
at the Middle Plantation; and now in 1698, after the State House at 
Jamestown once more fell a victim to the flames, Gov. Francis Nicholson 
used his influence to change the seat of the capital from Jamestown to 
Middle Plantation. 

At a General Assembly begun at "James City," on the 27th day of 
April, 1699, an act was passed for laying out the new town, and for 
building the new government house. Two hundred and eighty-three 
acres, thirty-five poles and a half of land, bounded according to a draught 
made by order of the Governor, was appropriated for the proposed capi- 
tal. The ground was apportioned into half-acre lots. The main street 
was to run east and west, and to be called Duke of Gloiicester street, in 
honor of Queen Anne's eldest son, and in this thoroughfare no house 
was to be built of less than ten-foot pitch, and the front of each house 
was to come no nearer than six feet from the street. The houses were 
to be at least twenty feet in width and thirty feet in length, and it was 
provided that if a house was not finished in twenty-four months after 
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the grant of a lot, the said lot should revert to the feoffees of the city, 
and the first feoffees were Lewis Burwell, Philip Ludwell, Jr., Benjamin 
Harrison, Jr., James Whaley, Hugh Norvell and Mongo Ingles. 

Governor Francis Nicholson, Edmund Jenings, Esq., of the Council; 
Philip Ludwell, Esq., and Thomas Ballard, Gentlemen, of the House of 
Burgesses, and Lewis Burwell, Philip Ludwell, Jr., John Page, Henry 
Tyler, James Whaley and Benjamin Harrison, Jr., Gentlemen, or any 
five or more of them, were appointed to act as directors for the building. 

The city was to be called Williamsburg, in honor of King William, 
and to have a port at each creek (Queen's and Archer's Hope), about a 
mile distant, and the land there was to be apportioned, at the discretion 
of the directors, into lots of not less than sixty feet square. 

It was ordered that the sale of lots should not begin till October 20, 
1700. 

And the Governor was to have the power, at the proper time, to in- 
corporate the people into one body politic by the name of the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of Williamsburg. 

At a session of the Assembly begun October 23, 1705. several new pro- 
visions were made, the chief of which were as follows: 

In case of a grant of two lots, on Duke of Gloucester street, the 
building of a framed house fifty feet long and twenty feet broad, or of a 
brick house or framed house with two stacks or chimneys and cellars 
under the whole house, bricked, forty feet long and twenty feet broad, 
should prevent the forfeiture of the lots. Lots on the main street were 
to be enclosed within six months after the building, and as several of the 
directors had removed out of Virginia or into remote parts of the colony, 
the following persons were named as directors: Gov. Edward Nott, Ed- 
mund Jenings, Philip Ludwell, William Byrd, and Benjamin Harrison, 
Jr., Esqs., and Henry Tyler, David Bray, Frederick Jones, Jr., Archibald 
Blair, Chicheley Corbin Thacker, and William Robertson, Gentlemen. 

In the same acts provision was made for the building of the capitol 
as follows. It was to be called "The Capitol," a title attributed by 
Robert Beverley, the historian, to Governor Nicholson, who had great 
hopes of the new city. Four hundred and seventy-five feet square of 
land, already surveyed, was to be for its use. The new structure was to 
consist of two buildings seventy-five feet long, from inside to inside, 
lying perpendicularly to Duke of Gloucester street. These buildings were 
to be connected by a gallery. Each building was to be two stories high, 
to be surmounted with a high roof, shingled with cypress, and having 
dormer windows. The ground floors were to be covered with flagstones, 
and one end of each building was to be made semi-circular. A portion 
of each ground floor, twenty-five feet in length, was to be cut off and 
made into four compartments, one of which was to make room for a 
grand staircase to the story above. This left in each building a room 
fifty feet long, that in the front building being for the Council and 
General Court, and that in the rear building to be for the House of Bur- 
gesses. The space in the second story of each building was to be divided 
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into rooms for the respective uses of the officers and committees of the 
Council and officers of the General Court and the House of Burgesses. 

The width of each part of the capitol was ordered to be twenty-five 
feet from inside to inside. The approach to each building was to be by a 
circular porch, having an iron balcony overhead. The grand folding 
doors, six feet in width, opened upon these porches and afforded an 
entrance into the respective buildings. 

The first story was to be fifteen feet pitch, and the second story ten 
feet pitch. 

The whole was to be of brick — the foundations up to or near the sur- 
face of the ground four bricks thick; thence to the water table three 
bricks and a half a brick thick ; thence to the top of the first story three 
bricks thick; and thence to the top of the second story two bricks and 
half a brick thick. 

The gallery joining the two parts of the capitol was to be thirty feet 
long and fifteen feet wide each way, raised upon piazzas, and built as 
high as the other parts of the building. Over the middle of the gallery 
was ordered a cupola to surmount the rest of the building. In it was to 
be a clock, and upon the top was to float, upon proper occasions, the 
Union Jack of Great Britain. 

The building of the capitol was placed in the hands of the committee 
which had been appointed to make a revision of the laws of the colony. 

On July 8, 1722, the Governor and Council, in pursuance of the 
authority vested in them, granted a charter to Williamsburg, making it 
an incorporated city. Such it remains to-day, in name, though it has 
no longer a board of aldermen or a hustings court. 

In this connection I print for the first time, (1) the description of 
the first survey, and a draft of the first plot of Williamsburg, (2) the 
proceedings of the Committee appointed to inspect the proceedings of the 
Committee who directed the building of the capitol, (3) the charter of 
Williamsburg taken from a copy now hanging in the library of the Col- 
lege of William and Mary. 

First Survey of Williamsburg.* 

Board of Trade Papers, Virginia, Vol. VII. 
Virginia f s. 

Then surveyed by the Order of his Excellency Francis Nichol- 
son Esq: his Majesty's Leivtenant and Governour Generall of 
Virginia The honourable Councill of State, and the Worshipfull 
house of Burgesses, Two hundred and Twenty Acres of Land 
appointed for a Towne and Fifteen acres forty four Poles and a 
Quarter of Land for the Eoad or way towards Queens Creek on 

* Communicated with a letter of Francis Nicholson, Esq., his Majes- 
ty's Lieutenant and Governor-General of Virginia. 
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Yorke Biver, and f ourteene Acres seventy one Poles and a Quar- 
ter of Land on the said Queens Creek for a Landing place, and 
ten acres forty two Poles and a halfe of Land for the Eoad or 
way towards Archers hope Creek on James Biver, and Twenty 
three Acres thirty seaven Poles and a halfe of Land for a Land- 
ing place on the said Creek, the whole Quantity being Two 
hundred Eighty three Acres thirty five Poles and a half of Land 
scituate lying and being in James Citty and York Countys on 
Each side of the maine Eoad and bounded as followeth (Viz 1 .) 
Beginning at a stake standing Twenty four Poles in an East and 
a Quarter of a Degree North course from the Center of the 
Colledge gate and tenn Poles from a Corner Stone of the said 
Colledge Land in the midle of the maine Street, and runing 
thence North a Quarter of a Degree West Eighty Poles to a stake, 
Thence East a Quarter of a Degree North One hundred and 
Sixty Poles to a stake, Thence South a Quarter of a Degree East 
forty Poles to a Stake, Thence East a Quarter of a Degree North 
One hundred and Nineteen Poles to the road or way which goeth 
down to the said Queens Creek to a Stake, Thence along the said 
Eoad or way North Seaventeen degrees, and a Quarter East one 
hundred seventeen and a halfe Poles to a Stake, Thence North 
fifty Eight and a halfe Degrees West twelve Poles and Eleaven 
links to a Stake, Thence North thirty three and an halfe degrees 
East ninety two Poles fourteen links to a Stake, Thence North 
nine Degrees East sixty Eight Poles to a stake, Thence North 
thirty seaven degrees East forty four Poles fifteen Links to a 
stake at the head of a deep Valley, Thence North nine degrees 
west Seventy Six Poles Eight links to the above-mentioned Land 
laid out for a Landing place to a Stake, Thence North sixty four 
degrees West twenty eight Poles to a stake, Thence North thirty 
degrees East twenty Poles to a high bank Thence North forty 
degrees East twenty five Poles to the said Queens Creek to a 
Stake on the marsh thence downe the said Creek its severall 
courses to a Stake being thirty one Poles from the other stake on 
the said Creek on a right line, Thence South ten degrees west 
forty eight poles to a stake, Thence North sixty four degrees west 
Nineteen Poles to a stake of the before mentioned road or way 
leaving its due breadth of Six Poles, Thence Parallel with the 
severall courses of the above-mentioned road or way carrying its 
said breadth of six Poles to the before mentioned Two hund d and 
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twenty acres of Land laid out for the Towne as aforesaid to a 
stake, Thence south a Quarter of a Degree East sixty four Poles 
to a stake, Thence west a Quarter of a degree south One hundred 
and twenty Poles to a stake, Thence south a Quarter of a degree 
East forty Poles to a stake, Thence west a Quarter of a degree 
south One hundred thirty four Poles to the road or way, which 
goeth down towards Archers hope Creek to a Stake, thence along 
the said road or way south five degrees East forty six Poles, 
Thence south ten and a halfe degrees West fifty four Poles, 
Thence south forty eight and a Quarter degrees west ninety eight 
Poles to a stake, Thence South five and a halfe degrees, west 
seaventy two Poles, to the above mentioned land laid out on the 
said Archers hope Creek for a Landing place to a stake, Thence 
north Eighty degrees East twenty Poles to a stake on the brow of 
a hill, Thence south twenty five degrees East thirty five Poles to 
a Spanish Oak, by the marsh near the mouth of a small branch, 
Thence south three degrees East Eight poles, Thence south 
twenty degrees west twenty two Poles to a point of Land by the 
said Marsh, Thence south fifty five degrees, West thirty two 
Poles to the said Creek, Thence up and along the said Creek 
thirty seaven Poles, Thence north twelve and a halfe degrees 
East forty two and a half Poles, crossing the mouth of a small 
Branch to a stake, Thence north Eighty degrees East tenn Poles 
to the said road or way to a stake leaving its due breadth of Six 
Poles Thence Parallel with the severall Courses of the said Eoad 
or way carrying its said breadth of Six Poles, to the said Two 
hundred and twenty Acres of Land laid out for the Town as 
aforesaid to a Stake, Thence West a Quarter of a degree south 
Twenty Poles to a Stake, and thence north a Quarter of a degree 
West Eighty Poles to the place it began, Also in the Piatt of this 
Survey is described the maine Street of the Towne of Six Poles 
broad with the true distance of the places where the church and 
Colledge stand, Likewise the Piatt on which the Statehouse is to 
be Erected, and the Colledge line how it intersects with the Line 
of the Towneland, dated this Second day of June, One thousand 
six hundred ninety nine 

$ Theodorick Bland, Surveyor 
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Building of the Capitol.* 

Wednesday 7 ber the 3 d 1701. 
By the Committee 
Appointed to Inspect the Act directing the building the Capitol 
&c. and to Examine the proceedings of the Com tee appointed by 
the said Act to oversee the building of it and to State the Whole 
Matter as it appeares to them and also a perticular Acco u . of the 
Moneys disbursed or Ordered by the Com tee . for that Service &c. 

Present 
M r . Tayloe 
M r . Bland. M r . Barbar 

M r . Corbin. M r . Cooke 

Upon Consideration of the Several Matters refer' d to this 
Com tee . aforesaid they find and accordingly report 

That in psuance of a Clause of the before Eeeited Act of As- 
sembly which is in these Words 

"And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid and 
"It is hereby Enacted that the Com tee . Appointed for the Eevisall 
"of the Lawes are hereby Impowered and required from time to 
"time to Inspect and Oversee the said building until it shall be 
"finished and to Covenant and agree with Such and so many 
"Undertakers or Overseers of the said building as they shall 
"think fit and to give such Necessary Orders and directions 
"therein from time to time as they shall see Cause for the Carry- 
ing on furtherance and finishing the said Work according to the 
"afores d . Eules and directions and that the said Com tee be like- 
"wise Impower'd by Virtue of this Act on the Publick Account 
"and Eisqe to send for out of England Iron Work Class paint 
"stone and all other materialls as they shall think necessary for 
"and towards the Carrying on and finishing of the said building, 
"And Be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid and It is 
"hereby Enacted that the said Com tee . as often as they shall have 
"Occasion for money for the Uses af ores d . shall from time to time 
"apply themselves to the Govern 1 *, or Commander in chiefe for 
"the time being to issue out his Warrant to the Treasurer of this 
"his Majes ts . Colony and Dominion requireing him to pay So 

* Communicated to the Board of Trade by Francis Nicholson, her 
Majesty's Lieutenant and Governor-General of Virginia, with his letter 
of December 2, 1701. 
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"much money as they shall have Occasion for not Exceeding the 
"Sum of two thousand pounds Sterling who is hereby Impowered 
"and required to deliver and pay the same to the said Com tee . 
"upon Such Warrant which said Sum or Sums the said Com tee . 
"shall Account for to the next meeting of the Assembly and also 
"make report of their proceedings in the building of the said 
"Capitol 

The said Com tee . on the 7 th day of July 1699 takeing into Con- 
sideration what methods were best to be taken to procure the 
most able and fit psons to be Imployd in that affair on 

July the 8 th . 1699 

Proceeded to address his Excel cy . the Govern 1 ", that he would 
be pleased to Issue out his proclamation into the respective 
countys within this Dominion to give Notice that all manner of 
psons that should be desierous to be Concerned in all or any part 
of the Work of the Capitol either as Undertaker Overseer or 
Workman might repair to James City where the said Com tee . 
would be to treat with them (upon which his Excel cy was pleased 
to issue his proclamation accordingly. 

The Com tee . also presented his Ex cy . an Invoice of pticulars 
wanted from England for the Capitol as also an Address to his 
Ex cy . to send for the same 

Novem r . y e 9 th . 1699 

A Petition of M r Henry Cary to his Excel cy . to be Imployed to 
Oversee the building of the Capitol and by his Ex cy . ref er'd to the 
Consideration of the Comittee, being considered 

The next day being the 10 th of the s d Instant 9 ber . 

The Com tee . desired the said Henry Cary to agree with any 
Capeable pson to make 500 000 bricks for the Capitol at 18 s . p m 
and at the same time promised to pay him for all Such Trouble as 
he should be at in makeing bargains for the Com tee . as they 
directed according to the Merit of his Service. 

Aprill the 4 th . 1700 

M r . Henry Cary for the better Conveniency of building the 
Capitol was desired with all Expedition to get two houses built 
&c. to buy and get in place what Oyster Shells he possibly Could, 
Timber and plank for the Capitol, and to make a bargaine for 
500 000 bricks at 20 s . p Thousand, 
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His Excel cy . the Govern r . having been pleased at the request 
of the Com tee to send for some pticulars from England for the 
Use of the Capitol (and to disburse his owne money for the 
same) amounting to the sum of £104. 11. 2 Sterling the Com tee . 
humbly praid his Ex cy . to issue his Warrant to the Treasurer for 
repayment of the same. 

August y e 9 th . 1701 

Order was granted Colo. Miles Cary for the sum of fifty three 
pound ten Shill s . 

Upon the motion of M r . Henry Cary it was Ordered that he 
should have liberty to sel at his discretion any of the Tooles &c. 
which were Come in for Supplying the Workmen to be Imployd 
in building the Capitol 

August y e 10 th . 1700 

The Com tee . having rec d . of Col . Miles Carey Sixty pounds 
Sterl : to Send to England for three brick-layers and three Car- 
penters for the Capitol, Sent a letter to M r Micajah Perry and 
Comp a . &c for that purpose accordingly and, 

Ordered that the said Cary should be repaid that sum 
August y e 12 th . 1700 

The Com tee . agreed with John Tullit for makeing Six hundred 
thousand bricks for the Capitol at twenty Shill s . a thousand and 

Ordered to be put into Col°. Miles Carys hands the sum of Six 
hundred pounds Sterling to be by him from time to time paid the 
said Tullet according to the directions of the Com tee . 

Septemb r . y e 6 th . 1700 

M r . Henry Cary was desired by the Com tee . to get fit Scantlins 
Sawd of high land white Oak for the Capitol doore Cases and 
window frames So as the Same might be in a readiness to be 
wrought up the next Summer, and also to provide pine plank 
Inch thick for Scaffolding and Inch and quarter thick for floors 
and to buy twenty Barrels of Porke one hundred and fifty bushels 
of Corne and twenty Bushels of pease for diet for the Workmen 

Novem r . y e 7 th . 1700 

Order was granted Col . Miles Cary for forty Six pound ten 
Shillings for so much paid M r . Henry Cary by order of the 
Com tee . 
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Aprill y e 3 d . 1701 

Order was granted M r . Henry Cary for one hundred and four- 
teen pounds Eleven Shill s . and Six pence half e penny for Severall 
Charges and disb"ursem ts . made by Order of the Com tee . 

Order was granted M r . Henry Cary (for his pticular Attend- 
ance and Service upon the business of the Capitol til that time) 
for the Sum of fifty pound Sterl : 
May y e 10 th . 1701 

The Com tee . agreed with M r . Benjamin Harrison Join 1 ", to allow 
him for bringing the Shels for the Capitol from the landing into 
place at the rate of fifteen pence sP hogshead, and ten Shill s . a 
Thousand for bringing from thence about live Thousand foot of 
Plank to the Capitol, and for what further Supply of lime should 
be Wanted for the Capitol to give him Seven pence halfe penny 
sP Bushell to deliver the same at his owne Cost and Charge on 
the Capitol Ground 
June y e 5 th . 1701 

The Com tee . Ordered the Workmen Should have notice Given 
them to Attend the Com tee . at their next meeting 
July y e 4 th . 1701 

M r . Henry Cary was Ordered by the Com tee . as followeth Viz*, 
to provide for and proceed to the laying the foundation of the 
Capitol with all Convenient Expedition, to receive the Bricks 
from John Tullet from time to time, to provide all necessary s for 
the Workmen 

Order was granted M r . Henry Cary for the Sum of fifty five 
pound three Shill s . and two pence for charges and disbursements 
made by Order of the Com tee ., and 

Ordered that the sum of twenty five pound Sterl: should be 
put into the hands of the said Henry Cary for purchasing several 
necessarys which may happen to be Wanted and defraying Sev- 
eral Small Charges which might arise in Carrying on the build- 
ing of the Capitol. 

Ordered That the Brick layers and Carpenters which are Con- 
tracted with all to build the Capitol enter into that Service on 
the 7 th of July 1701 

The Committee agreed w th . M r . Henry Cary that he Should 
now take upon him the Charge of overseeing the building of the 
Capitol &c. and for his Service therein to give him one hundred 
pounds Sterl: sP annum 
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July y e 7 th . 1701 

Ordered That the Sum of one hundred and twenty pound 
Sterl : Should be put into the hands of Col . Miles Cary for the 
purchaseing four Negro men to Labour in the Business of the 
Capitoll 

Ordered That the Sum of two hundred pounds Sterl : should 
be put into the hands of Col . Miles Cary to pay M r . Benjamin 
Harrison Ju r . for lime 

Ordered That the Sum of one hundred and Eighty Seven 
pound ten Shills 8 : should be put into the hands of Col . Miles 
Cary for paying the Bricklayers and Carpenters Wages as the 
same Should become due 

Ordered That the Sum of one hundred pounds Sterling should 
be put into the hands of Col . Miles Cary for paying Workmen 
and Laborers Imployed on the Capitol, and other necessarys as 
occasion should require 

Test Miles Cary 01: Com tee . 

A true Cop W m . Eandolph CI H Burg 

An Acco" of the money Disbursed and Ordered by the Com- 
mitee 



Viz 1 . To his Excel cy the Govern 1 ". 


£104 


11 


2 


To Col . Miles Cary 


53 


10 





To D°. Cary 


60 


00 





To D°. Cary 


600 


00 





To D°. Cary 


46 


10 





To M r . Henry Cary 


114 


11 


6* 


To D°. Cary 


50 


00 





To D°. Cary 


55 


03 


2 


To D°. Cary 


25 


00 





To Col . Miles Cary 


120 


00 





To D°. Cary 


200 


00 





To D°. Cary 


187 


10 





To D°. Cary 


100 


00 







£1716 


15 


10* 



Test Miles Cary 01: Com tee . 

A true Cop W m . Eandolph CI H Burg s . 
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endorsed: N°. 191 Virginia Eeport of y e Committee appointed 
to. inspect y e proceedings of y e Com tee . for inspecting the 
Building of y e Capitol. Dated Sept r . the 5 th 1701 

C referred to in Col 1 . Nicholson's Letter of y e . 2 d . Dec r . 1701 
Eec d . ) Jan y . 31. 170^ 

Eead \ 

G. 26 



The Capitoll is D r . 

To Severall Disbursements already made 

To Timber Carpenters &c. more accord- 
ing to M r . Sneads proposition 

To Lime and hair more than w ts . already 
paid for " 

To plastering more than the Workmens 
allowed for 

To Glaizing &c 

To 12 Labourers Whereof four are Capi- 
toll negroes 

To more provision 

To Salary to the Overseer 

To more Nailes oyle and colouring 

To Stone to lay the floors 



P r . Contra 

By two houses to be sold at finishing the 

Capitol 

By four Negroes to be sold att finishing 

D° 

By Severall Tooles sold 

By beding and other necessarys to be sold 
By Ballance 



£1716 15 10i 

1100 00 00 

300 00 00 

50 00 00 

100 00 00 

300 00 00 

100 00 00 

150 00 00 

100 00 00 

100 00 00 

£4016 15 10J 

C r . 

£150 00 00, 

120 00 00 



3746 15 10i 



£4016 15 10J 

A true Cop W m . Eandolph C 1 . H. Burg s . 

endorsed : An Estimate of the Charge in building the Capitol. 
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Charter of Williamsburg.* 

George by the grace of Glod of Great Britain, France, Ireland, 
and the Dominions thereunto belonging, King, Defender of the 
Faith &c. To all and singular our faithfull Subjects, Greeting. 
Whereas a healthful, pleasant & commodious place by Act of the 
General Assembly of our Colony & Dominion of Virginia, hath 
been appointed & laid out for a Town, in Honor to our Eoyal Pre- 
decessor, King William the third, called Williamsburg, and for 
two ports thereto adjoining, where our capitol for the reception 
of our General Assembly and courts of Judicature and a commo- 
dious House for the reception of our Governor which said Town 
and Ports of late years especially during the Administration of 
our Trusty and Well-beloved Alexander Spotswood Esqr., our 
Lieutenant Governor and Commander in chief of our said colony, 
have very greatly increased in the Number of Inhabitants and of 
public and private Buildings, Know Yee, that we being willing to 
encourage all our good and faithfull Subjects, as well at present 
residing and Inhabiting, as which shall or may hereafter reside 
and inhabit within the said Town of Williamsburg, and the said 
Ports, at the Instance and Petition of our Dutifull and loial 
subjects the Burgesses of our present General Assembly, of our 
Eoyal Grace, Good Will, certain Knowledge and meer motion, 
with the Advice of our Council of our said Colony, Have Consti- 
tuted and erected, and by these our Letters patents, do constitute 
and erect the said Town of Williamsburg, and the said Ports 
thereto adjoining, including the Lands heretofore laid out for the 
said Town and Ports a City by the name of the City of Williams- 
durg; and for us, our Heirs and Successors Do, by these Presents 
grant to the Inhabitants of the said City, That the said City shall 
be a City incorporate, consisting of a Mayor, one person learned 
in the Law, stiled, and bearing the office of, Eecorder of the said 
City, six Aldermen, and twelve other Persons to be common 
councilmen of the said City : Which said Mayor, Eecorder, Alder- 
men and Common Councilmen shall be a Body Incorporate, and 

* Taken from a copy by the first town clerk, Joseph Davenport, for- 
merly in the desk of the City Council and framed by me for the library 
of William and Mary College, where it now hangs. The original is 
followed closely. In 1742, the General Assembly passed an act amending 
the charter in various particulars. (Hening's Stats., V., p. 204.) 
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one Community, for ever, in Eight, in Fact, and by the Name of 
Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen, and Common Council, of the City 
of Williamsburg, and as such shall be Persons able and capable 
in Law to acquire, purchase and receive manors, Lands, Tene- 
ments and Hereditaments, not exceeding Two thousand Pounds 
Sterling per annum: And all Goods and Chattels whatsoever to 
have, hold, and enjoy to them and their Successors for ever; And 
also that they the said Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen & Common 
Council, by the same name may plead and be impleaded, prose- 
cute and defend, answer and be answered, in all and singular 
causes, Complaints, Actions, Eeal, Personal and mixt, of what 
kind of nature soever, in all courts and places, and before all 
Judges and Justices whatsoever. And also that the said Mayor, 
Eecorder, Aldermen and Common Council and their Successors 
shall have one common Seal to be used for their Causes and 
businesses, And that it shall be lawf ull for them, the said Mayor, 
Eecorder, Aldermen, and Common Council and their Successors, 
their said Seal, at their pleasure, to break, change, and to make 
anew, from time to time as to them shall seem expedient. And 
we will, and by these presents declare, name and appoint John 
Holloway Esquire, to be Mayor of the said City for the year 
ensuing, and afterwards, untill the Day for the electing a Mayor 
herein after appointed. And John Clayton Esquire, to be Ee- 
corder of the said City, and John Eandolph, John Custis, James 
Bray, Archibald Blair, William Eobertson, and Thomas Jones, 
Gentlemen, Inhabitants of the said City, to be Aldermen thereof, 
for so long time as they shall well behave themselves in their 
respective offices & places. And we do further order and direct 
that the said Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen & Common Council 
before they shall enter into and upon the Execution of their said 
offices shall take the several oaths by law appointed for the Se- 
curity of our Person and government and the oath by our said 
Lieutenant Governor, appointed to be taken by the Mayor, Ee- 
corder & Aldermen of the said City and subscribe the Test: 
Which Oath shall be administered to them by our said Lieuten- 
ant Governor, or by such Person or Persons as he shall authorize 
and appoint to administer the same. And we grant that the said 
Mayor, Eecorder, and Aldermen or the Major Part of them 
shall elect and chuse other of the most sufficient of the Inhabi- 
tants of the said City, being free men thereof to be of the Com- 
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mon Council of the said City, for so long a time as they shall 
well behave themselves in their respective places. And, to per- 
petuate the Succession of the said Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen 
and Common Councilmen, in all time to come, We do grant that 
for the future they shall assemble in some convenient place in the 
said City, upon the feast day of Saint Andrew, in every year, and 
shall elect and chuse by the major vote of such of them as shall 
be then present one other of the Aldermen of the said City for 
the time being to be Mayor of the said City for the ensuing year : 
And upon the Death or Eemoval of the said Mayor of the said 
City for the time being, or upon the Death or removal of the said 
Eecorder or Aldermen, or the resignation of any of them, or 
within one month after such respective Death or Deaths, Ee- 
moval or Eemovals, or Eesignation or Eesignations, the rest of 
the said Aldermen, together with the said Mayor and Eecorder 
(if they shall be living) and Common Council or the major part 
of them shall at a time by them to be appointed meet within the 
said City and elect and Nominate some other Person and Persons 
to be Mayor, Eecorder, Alderman and Aldermen of the said City, 
in place and places of such person or persons so deceased or 
removed, as the case shall Eequire ; so as the said Mayor so to be 
Elected and nominated, be at the time of such Election and 
nomination be actually one of the Aldermen of the said City, and 
so as the said Eecorder so to be elected and nominated, be a Per- 
son learned in the Law, so as the said Alderman and Aldermen 
so to be elected and nominated at the time of such Election and 
Nomination be actually of the Common Council of the said City, 
the said Mayor, Eecorder, Alderman and Aldermen so elected and 
nominated, shall at the time and place of Election, take the sev- 
eral Oaths above mentioned, and subscribe the Test : Which oaths 
the said Mayor, Eecorder, or any one of them, & Aldermen may 
and is hereby required to administer; And shall then likewise, 
or on the said Feast of Saint Andrew, out of, and from among 
the Inhabitants and Freeholders of the said City, Elect and 
Nominate so many persons to be of the Common Council as shall 
be wanting to make the full number of twelve Persons, And that 
the Persons hereby appointed and named, or hereafter to be 
elected and Nominated Mayor, Eecorder, and Aldermen, be Jus- 
tices of the Peace within the said City, the Precincts and Liberties 
thereof, and Directors of the Buildings and Streets in the said 
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City, and. that they or any three of them, whereof the Mayor 
or Eecorder, for the time being, shall be always one, shall have 
within the said City and the Precincts thereof, Ml power and 
Authority, to make Constables, Surveyors of the Highways, and 
other necessary officers and to rule, order, and govern the Inhabi- 
tants and Buildings and the streets thereof as Justices of the 
Peace and Directors are or shall be authorized to do ; And shall 
have power and may execute all the Laws, Ordinance & Statutes 
in that Behalf : made as fully and amply as if they were author- 
ized thereto by Express Commission. Willing and commanding 
that no other Justice of the peace or Quorum, within our said 
Colony do at any time hereafter take upon them, or any of them 
to execute the office of a Justice of the Peace within the said city, 
or Precincts thereof in any cause, matter, or thing, hereby de- 
clared to be cognizable by the said Mayor, Recorder, and Alder- 
men; notwithstanding any commission at large authorizing them 
thereto. Saving Always the Authority and Jurisdiction of our 
Judges of the General court, and Justices of Oyer and Terminer 
and Goal Delivery, and our Justices of the Peace of our County 
of James City, now or at any time hereafter to be assigned during 
the time of their holding their several and respective Courts in 
the said City. Saving also to all and every other Judges, Justices 
and officers all such Eights, Powers, Jurisdiction and Authorities 
granted or which shall be granted to them or any of them by any 
Statute or act of Assembly of this Colony: Provided also that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed, deemed or taken to 
give any power, Jurisdiction or authority to the said Mayor, 
Eecorder, or Aldermen, or any officer by them appointed to hold 
plea of any Matter or Thing arising within the Bounds of the 
Land appropriated for the Governor's House, or to serve any 
process or Execution on any Person or Persons being within 
Governor's House, or of his Family without the Licences of such 
Governor for the time being: And further we Will and Grant 
the said Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen, and Common Council for 
the time being full power and authority to erect work Houses and 
Houses of correction and Prisons within the said City and to 
make, order, and appoint such By Laws, Rules and ordinances 
for the Regulation and good government of the Trade and other 
Matters Exigencies & things within the said City and Precincts as 
to them or the Major part of them shall seem most to be conso- 
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nant to Reason and Justice, and not contrary out as near as 
conveniently may be agreeable to the Laws, Acts of Assembly and 
Statutes now in Force: Which said By Laws, Bules, and ordi- 
nances shall be observed, Kept, and performed, by all manner of 
Persons trading or residing within the said City, under such 
reasonable pains, penalties and forfeitures as shall be imposed by 
the Said Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen and Common Councilmen 
or the Major part of them assembled from time to time, not ex- 
ceeding forty Shillings Current Money of Virginia, Which said 
pains, penalties, and forfeitures shall be levied by Distress and 
Sales of the land of the Person offending, and be imployed for 
the Public Benefit of the said City Discretion; And fur- 

ther We have given and granted to the said Mayor, Recorder, 
Aldermen & Common Council of the said City, and to their Suc- 
cessors, for ever, and to all Freeholders of the said City, Owning 
one whole Lott of Land, with an House built thereon according 
to Law, and to all Persons actually residing and inhabiting in 
the said City, having a visible Estate, of the value of fifty 
Pounds Current Money at the least, and to all persons, who here- 
after shall serve five years, to any Trade within the said City, 
and shall after the Expiration of their time of service be actually 
Housekeepers and Inhabitants in the said City, and for us, and 
our Successors, by these presents, Do give and grant to them full 
power and absolute Authority to Name, Elect, and send one 
Citizen out of the Inhabitants actually residing and being within 
the said City: Which Citizen elected, shall have a freehold or 
visible Estate within the said City, of the value of Two Hundred 
Pounds sterling and if such Person so elected, be not actually 
residing in the said City, then he shall have a Freehold or other 
visible Estate of the Value of five Hundred Pounds Sterling, to 
be present, sit, and vote in the House of Burgesses of our said 
Colony of Virginia and there to do and consent to those things, 
which by the Common Council of our said Colony shall happen 
to be ordained. And we do hereby grant and order that Writ or 
Writs of Election of a Citizen for the said City shall be issued 
and sent to the said Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen for the 
time being, when and so often as a General Assembly shall be 
called or occasion shall require. Provided always that all such 
electors and Voters, shall and do, before they be admitted to give 
their vote at such Election, make oath of their Freehold, and of 
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the value of their personal Estate if the candidate or other Elec- 
tor shall require the same to be done. And further we of our 
Especial Grace, certain Knowledge, and meer motion, for us, 
our Heirs and Successors by these Presents, Give, and grant, to 
the said Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen and Common Councilmen 
of the said City and to their Successors, for ever, full and free 
Licence, Power & Authority to have, hold, and keep two markets 
weekly in some convenient place in the said City, to be by them 
appointed (that is to say) on every Wednesday and every Satur- 
day, in the week ; and also two Fairs yearly to be held and kept 
on the twelfth day of December, and on the twenty-third day 
April, commonly called Saint George, his day in every Year, or 
on the Day next following, each or either of them in case they 
shall happen to fall on a Sunday, for the Sale and Vending all, 
and all manner of Cattle, Victuals, provisions, goods, wares and 
merchandizes, whatsoever. On which Fair days, and on two 
Days next before and on two days next after, each of the said 
Fair Days, all persons coming to or being at the said Fairs, to- 
gether with their Cattle, Goods and merchandizes, shall be ex- 
empt and priviledged from all arrests, Attachments, or Execu- 
tions, Except for Toll and Process from the court of Pipouder. 
And that the said Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen and Common 
Council and their Successors, for ever, shall have power to sett 
such reasonable Tole upon all such cattle, Goods, Wares and Mer- 
chandizes and other Commodities as shall be sold in the said 
Markets and Fairs respectively, as shall be by them thought rea- 
sonable, not exceeding six pence on every Beast and three Pence 
on every Hogg and the twentieth part of the Value of any such 
commodity sold therein. Provided Always that the Toll to be 
rated and assessed on the wares and goods, so sold, which shall 
be belonging to the Freemen Inhabitants of the said City shall 
be but one half of the said Tole, which shall be rated on other 
Persons not freemen of the said City, and that the said Mayor, 
Eecorder and Aldermen or any three of them, of which the 
Mayor, and Eecorder shall be one, shall and may hold a court 
Pipouder during the time of the said Fairs for the hearing and 
determining all controversies, suits and Quarrels that may arise 
and happen therein, according to the usual and Legal Course in 
the like cases in England. And we do for us and our Successors 
give and grant to the said Mayor, Eecorder, Aldermen and 
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Common Council and to their Successors for ever, all and every 
the Tole Profits, and Perquisites, arising, due or incident from 
or to the said Markets, Fairs and court of Pipouder, to be by 
them or the major part of them used, laid out and Expended for 
the benefit, and advantage of the said City. And further we do 
grant for us and our Successors that the said Mayor, Recorder 
and Aldermen and their successors or any four or more of them, 
of which the said Mayor, Recorder, or the last preceding Mayor 
shall be one, shall hold a court of Hustings once in every month 
within the said City, of which court they are hereby empowered 
to appoint and make clerks and other proper officers * * * 
the fees now settled and allowed in the County Courts of our 
said Colony, and shall have jurisdiction and hold plea of Trespass 
and Ejectment and of all Writs of Dower for any lands and 
Tenements within the said City and ports thereof; And as a 
court of Eecord give Judgment, and award Execution thereon, 
according to the Laws and Statutes of England and of the said 
Colony. Provided the Demand in the said action personal or 
mixt do not exceed twenty pounds current Money, or four thou- 
sand Pounds of Tobacco. And provided never the less, that any 
party or parties, Plaintiff or Defendant shall be at Liberty to 
Appeal from the Judgment of the said Court of Hustings to the 
General Court, or to obtain a Supercedeas to such Judgm 1 . re- 
turnable to the said General Court under such limitations, Kules 
and Orders as are already prescribed and Sett down by the Acts 
of Assembly of the said Colony, for obtaining and prosecuting 
Appeals and Writs of Supersedeas from the Judgment of the 
County Court to the General Court. Provided Always that no 
Person hereafter elected Aldermen shall take upon him to act as 
a Justice of the Peace or sit as such in the Court of Hustings, 
unless he be a Justice named in some commission of the Peace 
within this Colony. And further We Will and by these presents, 
name, constitute and appoint Joseph Davenport Gent: Town 
Clerk of the said City to hold and enjoy the said office of Town 
Clerk with all Toll claims and perquisites which shall be due or 
arising therefrom, for so long a time as the said Joseph Daven- 
port shall well behave himself in the said office. In Witness 
whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made patents. 
Witness our Trusty and well beloved Alexander Spotswood Esqr. 
our Lieutenant Governor of our said colony and Dominion of 
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(Endorsed on the back : 4< 1678, Mapp of lands 
for M r 8ecre try Ludwell done by R. B., June 
1678, Shewing the land sold to Page and Bal- 
lard by Secretary Ludwell.") 

[College Land, p. 91.] 
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Virginia the twenty eighth day July in the Eighth Year of our 
Eeign. Alexander Spotswood. 

Truly recorded and examined with the original by Joseph Da- 
venport Town CI 
A D 1722 

The College Land. 

The College of William and Mary was originally built upon a tract 
of 330 acres, most of which has been sold off. Only about thirty acres 
remain. This tract was originally the property of Hon. Thomas Ludwell, 
Secretary of State from 1660 to 1678, who lived at "Rich Neck," on the 
west side of Archer's Hope Creek. He sold the land in March, 1674-'5, to 
Hon. Thomas Ballard, of the Council, by the deed below, accompanying it 
with a plat by Robert Beverley, surveyor-general, Middlesex. In 1693, 
Ballard sold the same tract to the trustees of the college, and the deed 
evidencing the sale existed at the college until about ten years ago, when 
it unaccountably disappeared. In a corner of the paper containing the old 
survey by Robert Beverley is written, "And by Col. Ballard sold to y» 
Colledge of Wm & Mry on which ye Colledge now stands, 1755." 

Ludwell to Ballard. 

Know all men by these prnts that I Tho : Ludwell esq r Secre- 
tary of Virg a . for & in Consideracon of one hundred & ten 
pounds Sterl mee in hand paid by Tho : Ballard Esq r have Bar- 
gained & sould & by these Prets doe Bargainee & sell Unto the 
said Tho : Ballard esq 1 * & to his heires & Assigns forever a Certain 
pcell or tract of Land Conteyning three hundred & thirty Acres 
or thereabouts be the same more or lesse Situat lying & being in 
Brewton ^ish in James City County in Virg a afores d being part 
of a Greater divd* of Land now belonging to me Thomas Ludwell, 
Purchased from John White & bounded as ffoll beginning at a 
Certaine marked white oake Corner tree standing on y e East or 
North East side of Archers hope swamp & thence by a line of 
mked trees northeast 147 poles to A Hiked Corner poplar tree 
standing neer y e Negroes Quarter thence South East J Easterly 
49 p. to a Hiccory Corner tree standing on y e s d . Ballards Cleared 
feild thence North North East i North 129 poles to a Spanish 
Oake & No : North East -J North 42 pole to a small white oak 
Saplen by y e Eoade Side leading from Middle plantation to New 
Kent & soe along y e Eoad as it winds & turns to a Gum by y e old 
path by mked trees untill it meets Againe w th y e New Eoad at a 
Dead Eed Oake & soe keeping y e New Roade to a certaine Valley 
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to y e Eunn thereof & by y e Enn to y e runs of Archers hope swamp 
and by y* Enn to y e place first began at, and the said Thomas 
Ludwell doth hereby Covenant & Agree with y e s d Thomas Bal- 
lard to give vnto him y e said Tho : Ballard his heires or Assigns 
whensoever it shall be demanded a more sure firm & good Con- 
veyance of all y e s d Lands Against him y e said Thomas Ludwell 
his heires & Assigns to ye e said Tho. Balard his heires & Assigns 
forever & further y 6 said Tho: Ludwell doth pmise, Agree & 
obliged himself e his heires &c. that if on an Exact & true survey 
of y e said land there shall Appeare to be five Acres Lesse then 
three hundred & thirty Acres in y e whole, within y e bounds & 
Lines naturall and mked before Eecited, that then he the said 
Tho : Ludwell his heires &c shall & will vpon demand pay back 
to y e s d : Tho : Ballard or to his Assigns tenn pounds sterl v & if 
y e same shal be found to Containe above three hundred & thirty 
Acres then he the said Tho : Ballard to have & to enjoy y e whole 
In Testimony whereof the said Tho : Ludwell hath herewith sub- 
scribed his name & set to his seale this 28 th day of Jan ry 1674 

Thomas Ludwell [Seal]. 
Signed Sealed deliv rd : 
in Presence of Vs , 



interlined before sealing 

& delivering these following March 167 4-5 

words by purchase from Jno Acknowledged in Court by Ja: 

White — William Cole, Eobert Bray Esq by virtue of A. 

Beverly, flra Kirkman Power from Tho : Ludwell 

Otho Thorpe Esq r 



PATENTS ISSUED DUEHSTG THE EEGAL GOVEEN- 

ME1STT. 

(Continued from Vol. IX., pages 139 to 144.) 

The book in which the patent was recorded, the page, the patentee's 
name, date of issue, number of acres, and the locality of the lands. 

Jambs City County. 

Booh No. 2. 

Page 1. Thomas Woodhouse, Mar. 24, 1644. 200 Acres, upon 
the Southerly side of James river near about two miles 
from the said river. 



